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Resources from Session 01 and 02 

 

Koppen-Geiger Climate Classification Map – check it out! This is a really neat lens to see the world through. It also 
illuminates why gardening in S. Florida is so different than gardening in the rest of the United States. 

• http://koeppen-geiger.vu-wien.ac.at/present.htm 

 

Florida gardening books and planting guides: 

• Vegetable Gardening in Florida by James Stephens (book) 
• Organic Methods for Vegetable Gardening in Florida by Ginny Stibolt and Melissa Contreras (book) 
• University of Florida online planting guides. Find the whole list here: 

https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/care/planting/vegetable-gardens-by-
season.html#:~:text=In%20Florida%2C%20fall%20is%20an,%2C%20Brussels%20sprouts%2C%20and%20radi
shes. 

• Florida Vegetable Gardening Guide (11-page UFL publication): https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/vh021  
• Grow to Learn School Gardening Guide (112-page UFL, downloadable publication  written for school gardens 

but helpful for all Florida gardeners) http://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasota-
docs/hortres/GrowtoLearnSchoolGardeningGuide.pdf  
 

Answers to a few of the questions asked during Q&A 

• What are the best tomato varieties for Florida? 
• This publication is a very deep dive into Florida-appropriate tomato varieties: 

https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/hs1189 
• A few of the varieties tried and tested in our office’s demo garden, school gardens in the area, and on 

some area farms: 
• Everglades, Juliet, New Girl, Skyway, and Mountain Magic 
• Cherry, grape and roma tomatoes tend to do much better than full-sized tomatoes in 

Florida. 

 

• What are the best blueberry varieties for Florida? 
• This publication is a very deep dive into Florida-appropriate blueberry varieties: 

• https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/hs1245  
• The two most important things to remember about blueberries:  

a. They need acidic soil to thrive 
b. You will need to choose “low chill” varieties. All blueberry varieties require a 

minimum number of cold hours during the winter. Most of Florida has a very small 
number of sufficiently cold hours during the winter. Because of this, you will need to 
choose blueberry varieties that can still produce fruit with a very low number of 
“chill hours”.    
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• How do I keep rabbits out of my garden? 
• Rabbits can jump over a fence or tunnel under a fence, so constructing a rabbit-proof fence is 

essential. Your fence should be at least two-feet tall to prevent rabbits from jumping over the fence. 
To keep rabbits from tunneling under the fence, bury an L-shaped section of fence about one-foot 
deep along the perimeter of your garden. This article does a good job of showing how this is done: 
https://garden.lovetoknow.com/garden-tools-supplies/rabbit-proof-garden-fencing  

 

• How do I know that a product is organic? 
• If you prefer to use pest control products that fall into the category of “acceptable for use on 

certified organic farms”, look for the word “OMRI” on the packaging. OMRI stands for the Organic 
Materials Review Institute.  

• To learn more about how OMRI designates products acceptable for use on certified organic farms, 
check out their website: https://www.omri.org/  

• Here’s what the label will look like on packaging: 

 
 

Feel free to reach out with questions any time! 
 

University of Florida/IFAS Extension Sarasota County 
6700 Clark Road, Sarasota, FL 34241 
Office: 941-861-9900 
Email: sarasota@ifas.ufl.edu 
Web: sarasota.ifas.ufl.edu or scgov.net 
 

                    

        

All email sent to and from Sarasota County Government is subject to the public record laws of the State of Florida. To learn more about 
Florida's Sunshine Law, click here. 

An Equal Opportunity Institution. UF/IFAS Extension, University of Florida, Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences, Tom Obreza, interim 
dean for UF/IFAS Extension. Sarasota County prohibits discrimination in all services, programs or activities. View the complete policy at 
www.scgov.net/ADA. 

 

https://garden.lovetoknow.com/garden-tools-supplies/rabbit-proof-garden-fencing
https://garden.lovetoknow.com/garden-tools-supplies/rabbit-proof-garden-fencing
https://www.omri.org/
https://www.omri.org/
mailto:sarasota@ifas.ufl.edu
mailto:sarasota@ifas.ufl.edu
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasota
https://sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/sarasota
https://www.scgov.net/extension
https://www.scgov.net/extension
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com_-3Furl-3Dhttp-253A-252F-252Fmyfloridalegal.com-252Fpages.nsf-252FMain-252FDC0B20B7DC22B7418525791B006A54E4-26data-3D02-257C01-257Cecarter-2540scgov.net-257Cf2ce3857ea7243a8b65208d685f47b4d-257C9ac90fa4ea4648d79114bbf2fc554d0e-257C0-257C0-257C636843682424915966-26sdata-3Dl9EGqg-252FPqPQcQ9Gyus5F4ra9OvBcHl-252Fj9CkMfalWqR8-253D-26reserved-3D0&d=DwMFAg&c=pZJPUDQ3SB9JplYbifm4nt2lEVG5pWx2KikqINpWlZM&r=JXrVMCWFH2WO28WEKW0MoO72wJNzjNuZuEOvBKUd0ps&m=zvitu5Dfi0jTC6bCdEgsRDE476wNb0jzUkAy1ETZCHQ&s=Un_EFYmw-K8a3OytKc_Jor7UJ5lqA93WG_zgvnMXgT0&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com_-3Furl-3Dhttp-253A-252F-252Fmyfloridalegal.com-252Fpages.nsf-252FMain-252FDC0B20B7DC22B7418525791B006A54E4-26data-3D02-257C01-257Cecarter-2540scgov.net-257Cf2ce3857ea7243a8b65208d685f47b4d-257C9ac90fa4ea4648d79114bbf2fc554d0e-257C0-257C0-257C636843682424915966-26sdata-3Dl9EGqg-252FPqPQcQ9Gyus5F4ra9OvBcHl-252Fj9CkMfalWqR8-253D-26reserved-3D0&d=DwMFAg&c=pZJPUDQ3SB9JplYbifm4nt2lEVG5pWx2KikqINpWlZM&r=JXrVMCWFH2WO28WEKW0MoO72wJNzjNuZuEOvBKUd0ps&m=zvitu5Dfi0jTC6bCdEgsRDE476wNb0jzUkAy1ETZCHQ&s=Un_EFYmw-K8a3OytKc_Jor7UJ5lqA93WG_zgvnMXgT0&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.scgov.net_ADA&d=DwMGaQ&c=sJ6xIWYx-zLMB3EPkvcnVg&r=PWklBUc8PzRapa91nY74Cw&m=mb9Kg2huZR-YnWbZjn6AZIoBf7vLBwO5ZrykbJGfC30&s=X2AUJpuA2WtSzBK_Q8jIBf2WEMzdAMbXb53qtbrOB9A&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.scgov.net_ADA&d=DwMGaQ&c=sJ6xIWYx-zLMB3EPkvcnVg&r=PWklBUc8PzRapa91nY74Cw&m=mb9Kg2huZR-YnWbZjn6AZIoBf7vLBwO5ZrykbJGfC30&s=X2AUJpuA2WtSzBK_Q8jIBf2WEMzdAMbXb53qtbrOB9A&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com_-3Furl-3Dhttp-253A-252F-252Ffacebook.com-252Fufsarasotaext-26data-3D02-257C01-257Cecarter-2540scgov.net-257Cf2ce3857ea7243a8b65208d685f47b4d-257C9ac90fa4ea4648d79114bbf2fc554d0e-257C0-257C0-257C636843682424759712-26sdata-3DBjW8I4oMWgGI7u1ZyEhNBr0KeGbN769XcUETKSaNPOk-253D-26reserved-3D0&d=DwMFAg&c=pZJPUDQ3SB9JplYbifm4nt2lEVG5pWx2KikqINpWlZM&r=JXrVMCWFH2WO28WEKW0MoO72wJNzjNuZuEOvBKUd0ps&m=zvitu5Dfi0jTC6bCdEgsRDE476wNb0jzUkAy1ETZCHQ&s=OSMXmVLtNhv87V8KhgCou1sCS-qxN7Hwe1p515OTsiI&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com_-3Furl-3Dhttp-253A-252F-252Ftwitter.com-252Fufsarasotaext-26data-3D02-257C01-257Cecarter-2540scgov.net-257Cf2ce3857ea7243a8b65208d685f47b4d-257C9ac90fa4ea4648d79114bbf2fc554d0e-257C0-257C0-257C636843682424759712-26sdata-3DBqFM846koDMOtg-252BxC0KkYAw5qJRY2nezHKkf-252FgqpyYM-253D-26reserved-3D0&d=DwMFAg&c=pZJPUDQ3SB9JplYbifm4nt2lEVG5pWx2KikqINpWlZM&r=JXrVMCWFH2WO28WEKW0MoO72wJNzjNuZuEOvBKUd0ps&m=zvitu5Dfi0jTC6bCdEgsRDE476wNb0jzUkAy1ETZCHQ&s=ifsNaDIvx7-pKq2aBYWP5o86nPz8rx0K80Wuqm6-r8Q&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com_-3Furl-3Dhttps-253A-252F-252Fwww.youtube.com-252Fchannel-252FUCVdCNqe0zthjBhvsKIJ2xSQ-26data-3D02-257C01-257Cecarter-2540scgov.net-257Cf2ce3857ea7243a8b65208d685f47b4d-257C9ac90fa4ea4648d79114bbf2fc554d0e-257C0-257C0-257C636843682424759712-26sdata-3DsWIud5YeBtnDkJ6nRhT3ioFY8hCZZmRXaRyqvUte5Cg-253D-26reserved-3D0&d=DwMFAg&c=pZJPUDQ3SB9JplYbifm4nt2lEVG5pWx2KikqINpWlZM&r=JXrVMCWFH2WO28WEKW0MoO72wJNzjNuZuEOvBKUd0ps&m=zvitu5Dfi0jTC6bCdEgsRDE476wNb0jzUkAy1ETZCHQ&s=oYNREOKsezHhCUNwcomBmNvyA8KezuY7_rBkJo0nR7U&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com_-3Furl-3Dhttp-253A-252F-252Finstagram.com-252Fufsarasotaextension-26data-3D02-257C01-257Cecarter-2540scgov.net-257Cf2ce3857ea7243a8b65208d685f47b4d-257C9ac90fa4ea4648d79114bbf2fc554d0e-257C0-257C0-257C636843682424915966-26sdata-3DhVkRhoXMFM05cv-252FQmuMaUyuZH-252FrRzqhrQQgOnVPJz48-253D-26reserved-3D0&d=DwMFAg&c=pZJPUDQ3SB9JplYbifm4nt2lEVG5pWx2KikqINpWlZM&r=JXrVMCWFH2WO28WEKW0MoO72wJNzjNuZuEOvBKUd0ps&m=zvitu5Dfi0jTC6bCdEgsRDE476wNb0jzUkAy1ETZCHQ&s=fVyVgH5IVHbSeD1Xmicj5Q7bIJ-Jo-ZQD9gMP4YYaNE&e=

